Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.137; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.4.
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Bruker, 2007) T min = 0.951, T max = 0.979 7277 measured reflections 2724 independent reflections 1459 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.057 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.048 wR(F 2 ) = 0.137 S = 1.02 2724 reflections 219 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.19 e Å À3 Á min = À0.17 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
Organic pigments are nowadays most commonly used for coloring paints and plastics and for most printing applications (Schmidt et al., 2007; Barrow et al., 2002) . Originally, azo pigments were believed to contain the azo group N═N, but for approximately 25 years now it has been known that all Hansa yellow pigments (and all other commercial 'azo' pigments) crystallize in the hydrazone form; it would, therefore, be more appropriate to speak of 'hydrazone' pigments (van de Streek et al., 2009) . In this paper, we present the crystal structure of the title hydrazone compound (I). The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . The bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are normal. The O2-C4 (1.226 (3) Å) and N3-C4 (1.343 (3) Å) distances are consistent with the keto form of the amide functionality. The N1-N2 (1.310 (3) Å) and N2-C3(1.306 (3) Å) distances are consistent with hydrazone form functionality.
Experimental
To a sodium hydroxide solution (20 cm 3 ) of acetoacetanilide (102 mmol), 40 cm 3 (101 mmol) diazcompound of o-aminobenzoic acid was added and the mixture was heated to 90° for 1 h. A yellow solid separated and was collected by filtration, washed with diethyl ether (absolute) and dried in air. Then the precipitate was dissolved in methanol and the solution was allowed to stand for a few days at ambient temperature, after which time yellow blocky crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in idealized positions and allowed to ride on their respective parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å, N-H = 0.86Å and U iso (H)= 1.2U eq (C, N) or 1.5U eq (C methyl , O). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. 
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